
University ​ ​Research ​ ​Council​ ​Grants​ ​Frequently​ ​Asked ​ ​Questions 
 

1. Do​ ​URC​ ​proposals​ ​need​ ​to​ ​be​ ​routed​ ​through​ ​AGrants? 
No. 
 

2. Are​ ​URC​ ​awards​ ​transferrable​ ​to​ ​another​ ​institution? 
No. 
 

3. Can​ ​student​ ​projects​ ​be​ ​funded​ ​by​ ​the​ ​URC? 
No.​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​are​ ​intended​ ​to​ ​support​ ​faculty​ ​members'​ ​research,​ ​scholarship​ ​and 
creative​ ​endeavors. 
 

4. Can​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​be​ ​used​ ​to​ ​purchase​ ​food? 
No.​ ​See​ ​guidelines​ ​for​ ​a​ ​listing​ ​of​ ​unallowable​ ​expenses. 
 

5. Can​ ​I​ ​obtain​ ​a​ ​copy​ ​of​ ​a​ ​successfully​ ​funded​ ​proposal? 
Yes,​ ​pending​ ​approval​ ​of​ ​the​ ​award​ ​recipient.​ ​​Review​ ​the​ ​award​ ​recipient​ ​information 
here​​ ​and​ ​send​ ​a​ ​message​ ​to​ ​​Grants​ ​Resources​ ​&​ ​Services​​ ​to​ ​request​ ​the​ ​proposal​ ​you 
want​ ​to​ ​see.​ ​There​ ​are​ ​also​ ​several​ ​sample​ ​proposals​ ​linked​ ​from​ ​the​ ​front​ ​page​ ​of​ ​the 
application​ ​form​ ​(only​ ​available​ ​when​ ​applications​ ​are​ ​being​ ​accepted). 
 

6. If​ ​an​ ​employee​ ​is​ ​recruited​ ​for​ ​a​ ​research​ ​study​ ​and​ ​receives​ ​a​ ​cash​ ​payment​ ​as​ ​a​ ​result, 
is​ ​the​ ​cash​ ​payment​ ​considered​ ​taxable​ ​income​ ​by​ ​the​ ​State​ ​of​ ​North​ ​Carolina​ ​and​ ​the 
U.S.​ ​Federal​ ​Government? 
Yes​. 
 

7. Can​ ​I​ ​hire​ ​a​ ​student? 
Yes,​ ​as​ ​long​ ​as​ ​the​ ​student​ ​is​ ​enrolled​ ​and​ ​is​ ​conducting​ ​work​ ​integral​ ​to​ ​the​ ​project. 
 

8. Can​ ​I​ ​use​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​for​ ​my​ ​summer​ ​salary? 
No.​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​cannot​ ​be​ ​used​ ​to​ ​support​ ​faculty​ ​or​ ​staff​ ​salaries. 
 

9. Can​ ​I​ ​use​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​to​ ​pay​ ​back-fill​ ​for​ ​one​ ​course​ ​(for​ ​redistribution​ ​of​ ​effort)? 
No.​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​cannot​ ​be​ ​used​ ​to​ ​support​ ​faculty​ ​or​ ​staff​ ​salaries. 
 

10. How​ ​many​ ​pages​ ​are​ ​allowed​ ​for​ ​the​ ​project​ ​narrative? 
Four​ ​double​ ​spaced​ ​pages​ ​(Times​ ​New​ ​Roman,​ ​12​ ​pt.​ ​font,​ ​1​ ​inch​ ​margins).​ ​The 
Attachments​ ​section​ ​cannot​ ​be​ ​used​ ​to​ ​circumvent​ ​project​ ​narrative​ ​page​ ​limits. 
 

11. Can​ ​a​ ​student's​ ​thesis​ ​project​ ​be​ ​funded​ ​by​ ​the​ ​URC? 
No.​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​are​ ​intended​ ​to​ ​support​ ​faculty​ ​members'​ ​research,​ ​scholarship​ ​and 
creative​ ​endeavors. 
 

https://orsp.appstate.edu/urc-grant-recipients


12. Can​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​be​ ​used​ ​to​ ​pay​ ​external​ ​collaborators? 
Possibly.​ ​Applicants​ ​who​ ​are​ ​requesting​ ​funding​ ​for​ ​an​ ​external​ ​collaborator​ ​must​ ​clearly 
define​ ​the​ ​collaborator's​ ​role​ ​on​ ​the​ ​project​ ​and​ ​explain​ ​why​ ​this​ ​particular​ ​expertise​ ​is 
necessary​ ​for​ ​successful​ ​completion​ ​of​ ​the​ ​project. 
 

13. Can​ ​I​ ​be​ ​involved​ ​with​ ​more​ ​than​ ​one​ ​URC​ ​grant​ ​simultaneously? 
No.​ ​An​ ​applicant​ ​cannot​ ​be​ ​associated​ ​with​ ​more​ ​than​ ​one​ ​proposal​ ​at​ ​a​ ​time​ ​(either​ ​with 
a​ ​status​ ​of​ ​pending​ ​or​ ​awarded). 
 

14. Where​ ​should​ ​I​ ​put​ ​bibliographic​ ​references​ ​for​ ​citations​ ​mentioned​ ​in​ ​my​ ​project 
narrative? 
Applicants​ ​have​ ​the​ ​option​ ​of​ ​including​ ​a​ ​list​ ​of​ ​bibliographic​ ​references​ ​in​ ​the 
Attachments​ ​section​ ​of​ ​the​ ​application​ ​form.​ ​Formatting​ ​of​ ​references​ ​should​ ​be 
consistent​ ​and​ ​follow​ ​the​ ​accepted​ ​style​ ​for​ ​the​ ​applicant's​ ​discipline. 
 

15. Can​ ​previously​ ​declined​ ​proposals​ ​be​ ​resubmitted? 
Yes.​ ​The​ ​applicant​ ​must​ ​check​ ​the​ ​appropriate​ ​box​ ​on​ ​the​ ​application​ ​to​ ​indicate​ ​that​ ​the 
proposal​ ​is​ ​a​ ​resubmission.​ ​The​ ​applicant​ ​must​ ​include​ ​a​ ​statement​ ​in​ ​the​ ​section 
marked​ ​"Resubmission​ ​Statement"​ ​explaining​ ​how​ ​the​ ​reviewers'​ ​comments​ ​have​ ​been 
addressed​ ​in​ ​the​ ​current​ ​proposal. 
 

16. Can​ ​I​ ​request​ ​funds​ ​to​ ​attend​ ​a​ ​conference? 
No.​ ​URC​ ​funds​ ​cannot​ ​be​ ​used​ ​for​ ​conference​ ​support,​ ​including​ ​travel,​ ​registration,​ ​and 
lodging. 
 

17. When​ ​will​ ​I​ ​find​ ​out​ ​whether​ ​my​ ​proposal​ ​has​ ​been​ ​funded? 
Fall​ ​applicants​ ​will​ ​be​ ​notified​ ​in​ ​late​ ​November​ ​or​ ​early​ ​December.​ ​Spring​ ​applicants​ ​will 
be​ ​notified​ ​in​ ​late​ ​April​ ​or​ ​early​ ​May. 
 

18. If​ ​I​ ​receive​ ​an​ ​award,​ ​how​ ​long​ ​do​ ​I​ ​have​ ​to​ ​spend​ ​the​ ​awarded​ ​funds? 
One​ ​calendar​ ​year.​ ​The​ ​exact​ ​date​ ​by​ ​which​ ​funds​ ​must​ ​be​ ​spent​ ​will​ ​be​ ​noted​ ​in​ ​your 
award​ ​letter. 


